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suggestion that the dialectic is an instrument for discovering new
truths. He states explicitly:

If I say that all these processes constitute negation of the negation,
I embrace them all tinder this one law of progress and leave the
distinctive features of each process witho&t particular notice. . ..
With the mere knowledge that the stalk of barley and infinitesimal
calculation fall under the principle of the negation of the negation,

I cannot cultivate more barley nor can I differentiate and integrate.

&

If we interpret these words in the light of what he had said
about logic and principles in an earlier chapter, it is difficult to
escape from the suspicion that EhgeBs defence of the dialectic is
ironical. The substance of his well-thumbed brief is that if you
agree to torture the words negation or opposite out of all recog-
nition, you can hide the simplest and most familiar truths of
everyday life in the husk of a Hegelian triad. The function of the
dialectic was, and remains, emotive like Sorel's social myth. To
apply it is to permeate the world of discourse with the implicit
conviction that progress can only be achieved through violent
opposition. Hence it is equally well adapted to the propaganda
of militarism and of any form of insurrectionary violence. It is
inconsistent with the oudook*of those who intend to persevere
along the difficult path of reason.

Since the dialectic has no time-scale with which to weigh the
last straw which breaks the camel's back, it cannot squeeze the
unbeliever through the needle-eye of conviction. When the
believer seeks to make it plausible he merely succeeds in reducing
it to the level of ordinary common sense. If it is a useful instrument
of reason, it must contain within itself a recipe for the circum-
stances in which it is appropriate to apply it and more explicit
information about the level at which it operates. For expository
purposes the dialectic has two defects. One is that those who adopt
or adapt it find their powers of persuasion cramped by the belief
that truth only emerges as the result of flat contradiction; and
Marxist propaganda in the past has provided an experimental
demonstration of the futility of discussion conducted on this